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Commissioners’ Report

We, Rodney Jensen, Tim Struecker and lvan Droessler, having previously filed oath, depose and say
that we are the commissioners duly appointed to reclassify lands within the boundary of Drainage
District No. 75, Kossuth County, lowa (DD75).

DD75 was established in 1913. The original facilities of the District consisted of a Main Tile, ten (10)
lateral tile lines and eleven (11) sub-lateral tile lines. The construction of all facilities was paid for
under one assessment schedule established in 1918. There has been no reclassification of the
District until now. Section 468.131 of the lowa Code provides that if the “original assessment
schedule did not designate separately the amount each tract should pay for the main ditch and tile
lateral drains then the board shall order a reclassification in accordance with the principles and rules
set forth in Section 468.41.” In the Engineer’s Report for Tile Improvements dated November 2020,
the Engineer recommended that the District be reclassified to distribute the drainage benefit of each
facility to the land served by that facility. Therefore, the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors, acting
as trustees for Drainage District No. 75, found the existing assessment schedule to be inequitable
and at public hearing on January 12, 2021, ordered a reclassification of DD75.

Therefore, this Commissioner's Report for the Reclassification of Benefits addresses the
redistribution of benefits for the original facilities of the District listed below. In review of the original
facilities, the interior drainage boundaries were established with the original facilities grouped for
establishing workable assessment boundaries. The table below provides reference to the original
facilities and the new assessment naming of the previously existing facilities along with the newly
constructed facilities. All future work on any tile lines grouped in a system, will be paid for under the
said system assessment schedule.

ORIGINAL FACILITIES DESIGNATION NEW ASSESSMENT DESIGNATION
N/A Main Open Ditch
Main Tile Main Tile
Lateral 1 Tile Lateral 1 Tile
Lateral 1A Tile N/A - Never Installed
Lateral 1B Tile N/A - Abandoned
Lateral 1C Tile Lateral 1C Tile
Lateral 1D Tile Lateral 1D Tile
Lateral 1E Tile N/A - Abandoned
Lateral 2 Tile N/A - (Not Found/Located in Field)
Lateral 3 Tile N/A - Abandoned
Lateral 3A Tile N/A - Abandoned
Lateral 4 Tile Lateral 4 Tile
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Lateral 5 Tile Lateral 5 Tile

N/A Lateral 5A Tile System
Lateral 6 Tile Lateral 6 Tile
Lateral 6A Tile N/A - Abandoned
Lateral 6B Tile N/A - Abandoned
Lateral 6C Tile Lateral 6C Tile
Lateral 6D Tile Lateral 6D Tile
Lateral 6E Tile Lateral 6E Tile
Lateral 7 Tile Lateral 7 Tile
Lateral 8 Tile Lateral 8 Tile
Lateral 9 Tile Lateral 9 Tile
Lateral 9A Tile Lateral 9A Tile
Lateral 10 Tile Lateral 10 Tile

Pursuant to our appointment, we have examined the Drainage District’s records, as recorded by the
Kossuth Auditor, to establish the assessment boundary of the overall DD75. Any lands previously
not recorded within the assessment boundary of DD75 but found to be draining to the facilities of
this district were annexed into the District. The annexation was approved at a public hearing on April
20, 2021, with 34.69 acres of benefited land and right-of-way in five (5) parcels annexed into DD75.

On July 7, 2020, a petition for voluntary annexation was filed with the Board of Supervisors
requesting that Lateral 5 of DD75 be extended to drain approximately 126 acres currently draining
into DD93. The extension and improvements to DD75 Lateral 5 were approved at public hearing,
and on May 4, 2021, 117 acres in eight (8) parcels of DD93 were voluntarily annexed into DD75.
The installation of the Lateral 5 extension, referred to as the Lateral 5A system, was completed in
December of 2021.

Additionally, on April 6, 2021, a petition for voluntary annexation was filed with the Board of
Supervisors requesting authorization to install private tile within the DD75 watershed that would
drain approximately 61 acres into DD75 from DD30. On April 6, 2021, 61 acres in five (5) parcels of
DD30 were voluntarily annexed into DD75. Construction of the private tile main, which is connected
to the DD75 Main Tile, was completed on September 15, 2021.

In addition to annexation, there are lands being removed from benefit within the District. The SW Y4
of Section 5 Portland TWP was included on the original assessment schedule of the district but was
later purchased by the US Federal Government and was turned into a USFWS Waterfowl Production
Area (WPA). The US Federal government claims exemption from drainage and will not pay any
drainage assessments levied by the district. Since the US Government will not pay drainage
assessments, it is not financially feasible for the District to maintain an outlet to this land and the
new Main Tile Improvement was rerouted to bypass the USFWS lands. Though these lands still drain
to the District’s Main Tile and Main Open Ditch, they are removed from assessment for benefit and
are no longer included on the new assessment schedule.
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At public hearing on January 12, 2021, the portion of the original DD75 Main Tile that traversed the
USFWS property and the DD75 Lateral 3 & 3A Tiles were abandoned by the district due to their
location within USFWS property. As a result of this abandonment, approximately 17 acres in one (1)
parcel within Section 5 of Portland TWP were severed from district facilities. Due to severance from
DD75, a petition for voluntary annexation of these lands from DD75 into DD30 was filed on April 7,
2021. On April 13, 2021, the voluntary annexation of these lands to DD30 was approved.
Additionally, these 17 acres were also approved for removal from DD75, pending construction of a
private tile main which would drain into DD30. Said private tile main was installed on November 27,
2021.

The Lateral 1B Tile was originally intended to provide an outlet for lands in the SE ¥4 of SW V4 of
Section 6, Portland Township. The need for the Lateral 1B tile has been eliminated by the installation
of private tiles that drain said lands west and out of the District. Since the Lateral 1B tile is no longer
needed by these lands as an outlet, it is not financially feasible for the District to maintain Lateral
1B. Therefore, it is recommended for abandonment by the District.

The Lateral 2 Tile is shown on the District’s historical plats to have been installed in the NE % of SE
% of Section 6, Portland Township. However, during installation of the new DD75 Main Tile, this
lateral was not located despite extensive investigation. Therefore, it is assumed that Lateral 2 does
not exist and the adjacent lands are served by private tile with no need of a District lateral facility.
Therefore, it is recommended Lateral 2 be abandoned by the District.

The Lateral 1E, 6A, & 6B Tiles were all originally installed to provide an outlet for the S %2 of SE ¥
Section 31 Ramsey Township. The lands served by Laterals 1E, 6A, & 6B in Section 31 were privately
pattern tiled in 2018. Based on private tile maps provided by the landowner, the private tiles
installed in 2018 did not utilize any of said laterals as an outlet, but rather connected directly into
either Lateral 1 or Lateral 6 of DD75. Since the Lateral 1E, 6A, & 6B Tiles are no longer active, they
are recommended for abandonment by the District.

In fulfilling our appointment as commissioners, we have examined each tract of land determined to
be within the watershed of each facility and have classified each of these parcels based on the
following factors; benefited acres, need of drainage, proximity to outlet, percent of facility usage, and
runoff condition.

For the Main Tile we have apportioned 100,000 assessment units to the lands in the District
according to the relative percentages of benefit they derive. For Lateral 1 Tile, we have apportioned
50,000 assessment units to the lands in the District according to the relative percentages of the
benefit they derive. For the Main Open Ditch, Lateral 1C Tile, Lateral 1D Tile, Lateral 4 Tile, Lateral 5
Tile, Lateral BA Tile, Lateral 6 Tile, Lateral 6C Tile, Lateral 6D Tile, Lateral 6E Tile, Lateral 7 Tile,
Lateral 8 Tile, Lateral 9 Tile, Lateral 9A Tile, and Lateral 10 Tile we have apportioned 10,000
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assessment units to the lands in the District according to the relative percentages of benefit they
derive.

These apportionments are presented in this Report as the new Assessment Schedules for DD75.
These schedules are intended to provide a basis upon which to spread levies required to cover costs,
present and future, incurred by the District for the maintenance, repair or improvement of the facility
the schedule is prepared for. A levy to pay for the cost of the 2021 - 2022 Drainage District No. 75
Main Open Ditch, Main Tile, Lateral 1 Tile, Lateral 5 Tile and Lateral 5A Tile Improvements will be
made by the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors acting as Trustees of the District after approval of
the assessment schedules and completion of construction.

This Commissioners’ Report consists of one (1) Main Open Ditch schedule, one (1) Main Tile
schedule, eight (8) lateral tile schedules and seven (7) sub-lateral tile schedules. The individual
assessment schedules are intended to list all parcels benefited by the facility for which the schedule
is prepared. For each parcel in the District, the schedule provides the following:

1. The names of the owners thereof as shown on the transfer books in the
Kossuth County Auditor’s Office;

2. The number of benefited acres;

3. The classification or percentage of benefits derived relative to a 100% benefit
assigned to the tract found to have the greatest benefit;

4, An apportionment of the total schedule (Assessable Product) according to our
classification of benefited lands for the facility the schedule is prepared.

5. The percentage of schedule for each parcel.

The schedules also show benefits to the Kossuth County Secondary Road right-of-way.

We recommend that this Commissioners’ Report containing seventeen (17) assessment schedules
for Drainage District No. 75 Kossuth County be adopted. We further recommend that Laterals 1B,
1E, 2, 6A and 6B be officially abandoned by the Board of Supervisors, acting as Trustees of the
District.

Respectfully submitted,

-

Rodney J¢hsen, Landowner Tim Struecker, Landowner
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Ilvan Droessler, P.E., Engineer Date
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